
 

long-term EVS  

in Szczecin, Poland 

august 2016 - july 2017 

POLITES Association is organizing  

a long-term EVS project that will  

take place in Szczecin, Poland.  

We would like to invite 17 volunte-

ers from 11 different countries.  

The project starts in August 2016 and 

ends in July 2017. On behalf of the As-

sociation we would like to thank you 

for your interest. The main aim of the 

project is to develop key competences 

and gain experience by being an EVS 

volunteer. Taking part in our project 

means working with kids, youth and 

local community. You will have a great 

chance to present yourself, your coun-

try and culture.  

 

First month (August) is a preparation 

period. You will participate in different 

workshops and activities prepared by 

members of our Association. It is to 

help you adjust to your new home and 

provide you knowledge needed to 

work in the chosen area - kindergarten, 

middle school or NGO office. In Sep-

tember you will start your main activi-

ties. Volunteers who will be interested 

in taking up some extra voluntary ac-

tions, will have an opportunity to join 

activities organized by Regional Volun-

teer Centre. On our Facebook pages 

you can see the pictures from our Era-

smus+ activities. During your stay you 

will have the opportunity to meet peo-

ple that participate in the different pro-

jects, such as short-term EVS “MULTI 

KULTI” or our Training Courses. Join us 

to explore new possibilities, gain expe-

rience and have lots of joy!  

See you soon in Szczecin!  

Ewelina, Ewelina, Ania and Kuba 

your EVS team in Szczecin  

Cześć and welcome Volunteer 

Hosting organization 

POLITES Association  

ul. Dworcowa 19/205, Szczecin - Poland 

www.polites.org.pl    biuro@polites.org.pl 
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WHAT IS THE PROJECT ABOUT? 

Our long term EVS project is concen-

trated on developing 8 key competen-

ces while doing various volunteer ac-

tivities like working with kids, suppor-

ting the work of Regional Volunteer 

Centre and local nongovernmental 

organizations.  

The aim of the project is, for you, to 

gain and strengthen mentioned com-

petences and to promote volun-

tary service as an inte-

resting way of spending 

free time. During this 

time you will be pre-

senting your culture, 

country, ideas and 

creative approach in 

organizing activities for 

kids, youth and local 

community. You will have a 

chance to participate in many works-

hops that will help you develop the 

skills in working with kids, will show 

you the basics of management, Social 

Media, idea of being a volunteer. Tho-

se workshops will prepare you to work 

in the chosen area, which could be 

kindergarten, middle school or NGO 

office – depending on the specific pro-

ject. 2016 is the 20th anniversary of 

EVS - we will celebrate this too.  

activity: kindergarten 

The volunteer supports the staff in ta-

king care of the kids/ teaching basic 

skills such as personal hygiene and so-

cial skills, teaches basics of the native 

language, organizes and leads activities 

designed to promote physical, mental, 

and social development such as games, 

arts and crafts, music, and storytelling.  

activity: middle school  

The volunteer organizes classes for 

students about language/ 

culture and traditions of 

various countries in the 

UE, supports pupils in 

learning foreign lan-

guages, carries out 

various activities abo-

ut the EU, helps in 

running a school radio/ 

broadcasts the music/ 

trivia/ cuisine and culture of a 

given country, activates pupils in sport.  

activity: NGO office 

The volunteer supports Regional Volun-

teering Centre and its’ programmes Big 

Brother Big Sister and Emergency Tea-

ching, administrates our Facebook page 

and blog, prepares posters/ flyers, pro-

motes the idea of EVS, writes reports, 

organizes courses of native language/ 

workshops/ cultural events.  

FAMOUS RESIDENTS OF SZCZECIN: Catherine the Great , Hermann Julius Grüneberg , EVS Volunteer and many more 

FIRST IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

apply for this EVS chance as soon as possible. Make a decision now and be first - 

there are many candidates interested in EVS. 

ABOUT US 

We are a group of people with different 

interests, points of view and ways of life. 

But there is one thing we have in com-

mon - being active. Every day we are 

trying to convince people, young and 

old, that after work or school, there is a 

lot of interesting things to do. Our motto 

is: The active are living more attractive!  

We run several programmes like Regio-

nal Voluntary Service, Sektor 3 - NGO 

Support Centre, Big Brothers Big Sisters. 

We are active in international level since 

2007 as a sending, hosting and coordina-

ting EVS organization and hosting for 

students and professionals from coun-

tries of Eastern Europe to Poland.  

POLAND 

1/ The name "Poland" originates from 

the name of the tribe "Polanie" which 

means "people living in open fields".  

2/ The 1st floor is regarded as floor "0" 

so you press "1" when you want to go to 

the 2nd floor in the elevator.  

3/ The biggest section of any grocery 

store in Poland is the candy section.  

4/ Poland is the 9th largerst country in 

Europe.  

5/ „Burek” is the most popular name for 

a dog in Poland. 

6/ Watching „Home Alone” is a  

Christmas tradition. 

Złoty  (zł; PLN) is our national currency.   

We do not use Euro however you can pay with them in 

some shops. Average rate of exchange: 1 PLN = 4 Euro 

151 kilometers are from Szczecin to Berlin so that is why we 

visit Berlin more often then our capital city - Warsaw 

zł 



DID YOU KNOW ... 

that when you are in Szczecin, with a polish mobile number, you can register for a 20min 

free use of bicycles or that our Cementary is the 3rd largest in Europe (163 ha) or that 

the first opened cinema in the whole world is in Szczecin (and the cinema is still 

open!)? Did you?  :) 

WILL I GET ANY FINANCIAL 

SUPPORT FOR MY STAY IN 

POLAND? WHERE WILL I 

LIVE DURING MY STAY?  

Every volunteer who is taking 

part in the long term EVS  

in Szczecin is supported with 

pocket and food allowance  

money (not less than 170 Euro 

monthly). It means that for your 

stay you will receive the money 

for your expenses that you can 

use to buy the food for yourself, 

travel around, buy new clothes 

or visit an art gallery. You will be 

accommodated in rented flat 

with the access to kitchen and 

bathroom. All the kitchen ap-

pliances like forks, spoons, pla-

tes, pots etc. will be there also. 

Bills are paid by  

POLITES Association. 

 

 

CAN I GO FOR 

ANOTHER EVS 

AFTER THIS ONE? 

There is only one 

chance in your entire 

lifetime to take part 

in the long term EVS. 

Remember, though, 

that you can apply for 

seminars, training courses and 

other projects within Erasmus + 

programme. There are many 

other possibilities to choose 

from. Completing your EVS do-

esn’t mean that your Erasmus + 

adventure is over. 

 

 

 

WILL I HAVE ANY HOLIDAY 

DURING MY EVS?  

Sure – you cannot work all the 

time. Being on EVS also means a 

chance of visiting many places 

or travelling around. Each 

month there are 2 days for you 

to use as days off. You can use 

them in the beginning of the 

month or in the end – your cho-

ice but you need to remember 

about one thing – if you do not 

use them, they will not be cu-

mulated. For a longer break you 

can use the holiday time that 

you receive for the whole pro-

ject. Planning your days off or 

holiday is your idea and you can 

use them when you want or 

need. 

WHAT IF I WILL BE SICK OR 

NEED MEDICAL CARE? 

We wish you to be healthy all 

year long! However, in case that 

you will be sick, have a tootha-

che or any other ache – your 

CIGNA insurance covers the 

treatment. Every EVS volunteer 

is obligated to sign up for the 

CIGNA insurance. It should be 

done the latest 2 

weeks before the 

project starts. Your 

Sending Organisation 

should support you with 

the procedure. What  

is important: read the CIGNA 

guide thoroughly to know if 

there are any cases when your 

medical care is not covered . 

 

HOW THE TRIP TO POLAND 

SHOULD BE ARRANGED? 

HOW MUCH DOES IT 

COST? 

Do not fear! There are few ways 

of how it could be done. First of 

all, you already know that the 

city of your project is Szczecin, 

Poland. You can start arranging 

the trip by yourself. If you 

face difficulties and need 

support – we are here for 

you! You can send us a 

message and we will do 

our best to find the best 

travel option. Also, do not 

forget about your Sending 

Organization. Who 

knows, maybe they know 

a cheap transport compa-

ny that goes directly from 

your home city?  

The cost depends on the 

available possibilities and your 

own choice. The exact amount 

of money that will be given to 

you will be known as soon as 

you see the Activity Agreement  

(a document about your project 

that you need to sign before the 

project starts). We will reimbur-

se money at the end of your 

project. 

 

POLITES Association’s mission is to 

promote the idea of the civil society 

through the education and voluntary 

service. The Association came into 

existence in 2002. Its name derives 

from Greek word "polites", which 

stands for ‘the citizen’. 



 

SHOULD I APPLY IF MY EDUCATION 

IS DIFFERENT THAN PROJECT  

SUBJECT? 

It’s not only that you can – you should! It 

could be a great chance to gain new 

knowledge and develop skills. You will 

have a chance to try something new and 

we will help with that. You can use your 

personal skills and talents anywhere—it is 

all about the happy attitude and creative 

approach.   

 

HOW WILL MY  

WORKING DAY  

LOOK LIKE? 

It all depends where 

you will be a volunteer. 

Places like kindergarden 

or school are much more 

rigid than our office. All the 

volunteers work the max of 30 

hrs per week and we are trying to organi-

ze the work time from 9.00 till 15.00 in all 

places. Sometimes it may happen that the 

working time will be different but the in-

formation about it will come early enough 

to plan it. A normal working day of a vo-

lunteer is full of many all-the-time-

changing activities (mainly in the kinder-

garden). You will help the kids or youth in 

their everyday actions, you can organize 

your own activities with them, do some 

sport things, build LEGO or help in doing 

homework. In the office – you will have a 

chance to visit our partners, organize an 

event or prepare some information for 

our followers. Working day during EVS is 

dynamic. 

 

DO I NEED VISA TO TRAVEL TO  

POLAND? SHOULD I TAKE ANY  

DOCUMENTS WITH ME? 

It depends. If you are the citizen of the 

European Union country then there is 

no need for visa. If you live in 

the non-EU country then 

you will need to contact 

Polish embassy and 

receive visa before 

coming to Poland.  

We will prepare the 

official invitation for 

you. Taking it to the em-

bassy increases a chance of  

receiving visa without any  

problems. 

 

CAN I WORK DURING MY EVS  

AND EARN MONEY? 

That would be too good to be true.  

EVS volunteers are not allowed to work 

during their project. Also, they are not 

allowed to take part in other Erasmus + 

projects during their EVS. If you want to 

work or take part in something additional 

– it has to be after your EVS is completed. 

How to say SZCZECIN in polish language? Try this english pronunciation: \shte-ˈtēn\  

SECOND IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

if you are an EU Citizen do remember to take the  

European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) with you! 

WHAT I SHOULD TAKE WITH ME IF  

I AM SELECTED FOR THE PROJECT? 

First of all, take all kinds of positive emo-

tions! Your new journey will start soon.  

There are few material things that you will 

need, though. Bring: all the personal  

hygiene essentials, towels, bedsheets,  

2 pictures (size of your ID/passport), docu-

ments, clothes and shoes for every season, 

comfortable clothes for sporty activities. 

 

HOW WILL I MOVE AROUND THE  

CITY? HOW WILL I GET TO MY 

WORKPLACE? 

As your hosting organization we will buy a 

local transportation ticket for the time of 

your stay so you can move around the city 

freely.  

IS THERE ANY CHANCE TO STAY IN 

POLAND AFTER MY EVS? 

Of course, there is! We would be pleased to 

know that Erasmus + EVS works its magic 

and taking part in the project gives the possi-

bility to find a job, love or any other thing 

that would make you stay in Poland. If you 

are willing to do it - you can!  

 

WHAT WILL I GET FROM EVS? 

Besides a chance of meeting new people, 

living in a new place, doing some new things 

in your life - everything you need to become 

a team player and be more self-confident. 

EVS is not only about the voluntary tasks. It is 

also about spending some time abroad to 

get to know yourself better. After the EVS is 

finished you will receive the official paper on 

your EVS - the YOUTHPASS Cetrificate that 

will confirm your personal development and 

your stay in Poland. But what you will learn 

here - stays forever!  

Szczecin’s weather: on average, the warmest month is 

July; on average, the coolest month is January; June is the 

wettest month; October is the driest month. 

Potato is not a vegetable - it’s a way of Polish life. The 

potato is a starter, dinner, supper or a soup part. Or the 

whole soup - itself. Potato is precious!  



join us now and apply for  

a long term EVS in Szczecin 

ACTIVE ARE LIVING MORE ATTRACTIVE! 

HOW TO APPLY ? 

You need to fill the form to be able to apply for the project. If your infopack is the printed one – send an e-mail message to us or 

your Sending Organization. You will be given the right link to the form. Take your time, answer all the questions and stay motivated! 

  

TO APPLY FOR THIS EVS OPPORTUNITY PLEASE CLICK ON THE NAME OF YOUR COUNTRY BELOW! GOOD LUCK!  

OUR PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS AND YOUR SENDING ORGANIZATION 

HUNGARY 

Nyitottság a Világra Alapítvány  

openness.world@gmail.com  

SPAIN  

Asociacion Building Bridges 

asociacionbb@gmail.com  

ITALY 

A.N.F.F.A.S. Onlus di Pordenone 

evsanffas.pn@alice.it  

GEORGIA  

Youth Association DRONI  

sirbiladze.ana@gmail.com 

UKRAINE  

Youth NGO Iskra  

iskra.ngo@gmail.com 

LATVIA 

Humana People to People in Latvia  

hppinlatvia@gmail.com 

MACEDONIA 

Youth Association YMCA Bitola  

contact@ymcabitola.org.mk  

GERMANY 

Kultur- und Initiativenhaus e.V.  

evs@straze.de  

ROMANIA 

Federatia YMCA Romania  

alina.ymca@gmail.com 

SLOVAKIA 

Mladiinfo Slovensko  

evs@mladiinfo.sk 

ALBANIA 

Pertej Barrierave - Beyond Barriers 

evs@beyondbarriers.org 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1z0EJY3gV5iSLxlUz4vGuCyey3KlUDEUnGMz-9bUXEE8/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/14cNu91pf6Wc7Wbegp9XjNL0Mo4OKoHXfsVcjY_5d4Os/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1CBzX2MtUuTId8kJikPq2uBSXF3IRXdVGpD_AjakxdNI/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/15XSm7GYDiol745rnY0ZjNmanClpnuP-x1o4TA5bNnNo/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1sCHeFUhG6247M8-iTnlN5Rk7cwr5gpkjlmV-SRRlQus/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/11cYPLcRUNve5GxZjMmllo0eHJGpAPy1lWXnfyjzwm04/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1wje-C_M5OyNrkwdlpiN7a8gFbuJnQQ8o7j3laX9OzzQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1NkNhyT0cGcSbWTXQ40x-4CNX8byFeml98qM10SOPwYc/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1f1tlWfLoHBlMijr75ljz93D9AtfUPcaxGlUZgaIfcqA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1311GTsKvxQlcXoS6CjDnsEh69pQ_MkOjiN7e4BUSpLI/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1xbsRNlWUqbfZVGfMa0q7CU3EV9YsyPkbXHdqQKK3N8U/viewform

